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Identity and imagination come to KCC

Alan Hester
Assistant Editor

Lets Talk About It, a book-
discussion program designed by
the ALA (the American Library
Association) has swept through
KCCs library with an extremely
positive turnout; the theme was
Jewish literature.

The bi-weekly book discus-
sions were individually focused
on a different piece of literature,
each of which covered a vast ar-
ray of diversity in the Jewish
communitys history.  Begin-
ning on August 27 with Exodus
(the second book of the Torah)
and ending on October 22 with
Out of Egypt, the book read-
ings consisted of classic texts as
well as contemporary memaoirs.

Marty Stilwell, director of
library services at KCC, met
with several KCC instructors in
order to decide a speci ¢ theme.
What resulted was Between
Two Worlds: Jewish Stories of
Estrangement and Homecom-
ing.

The purpose [of the book
discussions] is to share culture

and literature of
the Jewish peo-
ple, explained
Ms. Stilwell. It

met several goals
at KCC diver-
sity, international
education, and [it]
aligned with sev-
eral literature and
history courses.

After  apply-
ing for and receiv- §
ing the grant for
KCC to hold these
discussions,  Ms.
Stilwell invited Dr. =
Barry Gross to lead |<
the discussions.

Our students
gain access to a
world-class scholar who brings
insights from well-beyond Bat-
tle Creek, said Ms. Stilwell of
Dr. Gross.

Former English professor
and director of Jewish Studies
at Michigan State University,
Dr. Gross was glad to be back at
teaching.

I ve really enjoyed leading
these discussions because | like

icérd Grzeskowiak

to teach, said Dr. Gross, and
[1] havent had much opportu-
nity to do so since I retired from
Michigan State.

And teaching it was. Set
in the Learning Centers Spring
Lake Room, the book discus-
sions have attracted many mem-
bers of KCC, Battle Creek, and
Battle Creeks surrounding com-
munities. Dr. Gross began each
discussion with a warm welcome

Photo by Ed Williams

before delivering an open-mind-
ed analysis of the speci ¢ piece of
literature. With topics ranging
from diverse Jewish lifestyles to
the artistry of the text, discussion
and engagement was not in short
supply. Following Dr. Grosss
lecture of the speci ¢ book,
many attendees would break off
into individual groups in order
to discuss a certain topic.

Dr. Gross commented on
Continued on page 2

Walk for the Cause

Christina Edwards
Staff Writer

Dr.  Washington, men,
women, and children walked
to support domestic and sexual
assault against women. The
event was taken place at the So-

greater than people were hoping
for. KCC athletes the mens
basketball, soccer, and baseball
teams even participated in the
cause.

It was an inspiring event
and it was very painful, said

basketball player David King.

Most of the participants walked in high heeled shoes

journer Truth Monument Cor-
ner of Division. Many people
gathered together to walk a mile
to support the cause. But walk-
ing that mile wasnt going to be
that easy for many. They had
a choice to wear womens high
heel shoes to represent how it is
to walk in their shoes. Most of
the men there had on the shoes.
The remarkable turnout was

We invited all the K.C.C
students, the athletes, and other
organizations around the area,
said Dr. Washington.

A majority of citizens be-
lieve that it is only women that
are domestic and sexually as-
saulted, but so are men and
children. Domestic violence

doesnt involve one individual;
Continued on page 2

Rock the Vote

Michael Travers
Editor-in-Chief

Unless people have been
living under a rock, the presi-
dential candidates are well
known. Theres only one ques-
tion everyones debating. That
question will get answered on
November 4 when voters take
their places in their respective
voting stations and actually
vote. Young people are sel-
dom the focus of presidential
campaigns and they are not
being informed of the issues
and the importance of vot-
ing. This year, the candidates
have gone to the extreme to
get young voters registered.
Not only getting them reg-
istered, but also giving them
more information about their
views and what they plan to do
if elected. Kellogg Community
College has had many coffee-
houses that helped give voters
more information on the candi-
dates.

Coffeehouses have had
a profound effect on the stu-
dents at KCC. The coffeehouses

included information about
candidates, registration tables,
and even 6 foot cardboard cut-
outs of the candidates. Students
are encouraged to go vote on
November 4th, 2008 and make
their vote count. Voters are re-
minded to come back to KCC
after they vote. Eric Boff, an
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acoustic artist from Kalamazoo,
will play a show at 9:45 am, 11
am, and 12:45 pm. Not only
will KCC get treated to good
music, but when voters show
up with their | Voted sticker,
they are automatically thrown
into the drawing to win an 80
gig Zune player.
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his satisfaction to see KCC stu-
dents there: | think a student
who attends who doesnt have
much of a background in Jew-
ish literature or Jewish civiliza-
tion will come away with some
insight into the range of Jewish
experiences, he explained. He
went on to note that there are
many different kinds of Jews
that there are religious Jews and
secular Jews; conservative Jews
and radical Jews; political Jews
and apolitical Jews; Jews who are
poor and Jews who are not; Jews
who are light-skinned and Jews
who are dark-skinned.

The turnout of attendees
has surpassed the expectations
of many who have set up the bi-
weekly meetings.

This has just been phenom-
enall says Ms. Stilwell, When
| attended the national train-
ing last April about this type of
programming, | was told to not
be surprised if attendance was
around 20 or less. At our rst
program (held August 27 before
Fall semester began), we had 31.
On october 7, there were 44.

Walk
for the
Cause

continued from page 1

it involves the whole family.

Domestic  violence doesnt
just impact one person, said
Dr. Washington. The way the
situation ends is tragic for the
family.

This is a nationwide event,
but this is the rst year that
Kellogg Community Col-
lege has participated. Special
thanks go to the S.A.FE Place
in Battle Creek. The S.A.RE
place is a shelter that provides
support, information, and a
shelter to survivors of domestic
violence. Dr. Washington is a
proud and dedicated volunteer
for the S.A.FE place. He also
is on the board of the S.AFE
place. Dr. Washington is mak-
ing sure that this awareness is
getting recognized by many.
This also means a lot to him.

Its about recognizing that
there are women that are going
through domestic violence ev-
ery day. But bringing this situ-
ation to the community will
help, said Dr. Washington.

Walk a mile in her shoes has
inspired many people to recog-
nize the situation all around
them and the community. KCC
has planned to do this next year
and many years to come. Stu-
dents who missed this occa-
sion and want to support the
cause can visit the website www.
walkamileinhershoes.org.

CAMPUS NEWS

Political activists day

Aaron Heuer
Staff Writer

On October 17, 2008,
the Michigan Citizens Edu-
cation Fund as well as KCC
students, staff, and faculty set
out to spread voter awareness.
This event was just one of the
many events happening in the
program called Bruins Give
Back. At ten o clock, they met
in the KCC student center,
then at eleven, they split into

small groups and received local
areas to pass out information.
The small groups went and
talked to the Michigan Citizen
Action members, the public,
and members of the legislature
about issues that strengthen the
social, economic, and health
security for all Michigan Citi-
zens. Interested students can
learn more about Bruin Gives
Back or participate in these im-
portant events by going to Col-
lege Life for more information.

Service Learning

Aaron Heuer
Staff Writer

On October 9, KCC held
an event co-sponsored by
Michigan Campus Compact
bringing awarness to Service
Learning. The goal of Service
Learning is to give back to the
community using the skills
students are learning through
school. For example, some of
the students in the nursing
program dedicate some of their
time to making house visits, or
giving free health evaluations at
the local YMCA.

Service Learning is trying
to get as many people as pos-
sible involved as well as raise
awareness not only on a lo-
cal level, but even a state and
international level. They hold

committee meetings at least
once a month. The committee
is made up of a diverse group
ranging from volunteer mem-
bers, students, faculty, staff,
and deans. They hope to spread
Service Learning awareness to
one hundred percent within the
next ve years. Local nonpro t
organizations, such as The Boys
& Girls Club, Hands On Battle
Creek and also S.A.FE. Place,
were there to give students in-
formation about volunteer op-
portunities. The goal of Ser-
vice Learning, says Jacquez
Warren, representative from
Hands On Battle Creek, is to
connect people to volunteer
opportunities. Interested stu-
dents can email service@kel-
logg.edu for more information.

Tensions rise as Board
members and President

square off

Frank Russell
Staff Writer

Tensions are rising as each
months Board of Trustees
meeting comes and goes. The
reason: increasing dissention
between certain Board mem-
bers and the President of Kel-
logg Community College, Dr.
Haring.

Moves by the President
concerning KCC have caught
some members off guard and
have led them to believe that
Dr. Harings idea of what is best
for the school might not be the
same as what they believe to be
what is in best interest for the
school.

The Board approved the
formation of a committee in
order to hire a search rm in
mid-September for the means
of replacing the President,
whose contract ends in 2010.
Board Member Jonathan Byrd
has made comments regarding
the possible replacement of Dr.
Haring with soon-to-be-retired
Battle Creek Unlimited Presi-
dent Jim Hettinger but Het-
tinger has made no comment
on such a move on his part.

The committee charged

with the task of ndinga rm
for the search was headed by
Trustees Byrd, Davis and Har-
rington.  During Octobers
meeting of the board, the com-
mittee was disbanded due to
what Chairman Hice referred
to as a deviation of the task they
were appointed.

Furthermore, President
Haring has made known pub-
licly that his contract with Kel-
logg Community College has
not been altered and he intends
to nish out his obligation to
the college. Pointing out that
the President works for the
Board and not just a few of the
trustees, Haring says that he is
doing what is best for the col-
lege and is doing the job for
which he was hired.

The current climate of
political maneuvering at KCC
has many wondering what is
to come in the months ahead
and as Dr. Haring counts down
towards the end of his time as
President of the College it is
certain that the future will be
rife with tension.
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Campus read

Stephanie D. Davis
Librarian

The test is done; the paper
written and submitted. Youve
got a few free moments
What to do? Why not read a
good book? Reading to learn is
certainly the

This is the second year for Cam-
pus Read. This fall, the four ti-
tles tinwith the overall College
Life theme of Rock the Vote
and focus on subjects related to
personal and national freedom.
The titles include Freedom
Writers, by Erin Gruwell; The

Greatest Gen-

norm in col- eration, by
lege. There Kampus Activities Board Tom Brokaw;
are texts to K An Nickel &
devour, pa- ki Dimed, by
pers to peruse -~ Barbara Eh-
and, in gener- ~ renreich ; and
al, lots of ma- }Wommﬂm@uege Kindred, by
terial to mas- Octavia But-
ter. Finding CAMPUS ler. Each one
time to read offers a look
books for en- into lives of
joyment may — Americans
seem like a and their pur-
luxury, but it suit of free-
is worth the dom for their

effort and can yield great re-
wards.  Right now, for exam-
ple, Kampus Activities Board,
KAB, is offering a monetary
motivation for reading through
the Campus Read program.
Read one of the selected titles,
complete a Trivia Sheet, submit
the correctly answered sheet to
College Life and you are entered
in a drawing for a $75.00 Gas
Card as well as other prizes.
Campus Read is the brain-
child of KAB President Maria
Fales. As an avid reader, Maria
saw the need to offer reading on
campus beyond the classroom:
I knew there were students on
campus who liked to read and |
thought this would allow them
to meet each other, she said.

country and for themselves.

Each title is well worth
the few hours needed to read.
To help students complete the
Trivia Sheets, available through
College Life and at the Library
Information Desk, discussion
sessions will be offered in the Li-
brary Spring Lake Room. Here
students will have a chance to
discuss the books with other
readers and, with the help of
KCC faculty, answer the Trivia
Sheets. Sessions are scheduled
as follows:

-Tuesday, November 18, 11 am-Noon
-Monday, November 24, 1-2 pm
-Wednesday November 19, 3-4 pm
-Tuesday, November 25, 3-4 pm

Miller Building gym

Jeremy Erskine
Staff Writer

As the winter months are
approaching, some KCC stu-
dents might become worrisome
of jeopardizing their physique.
Thanks to the sometimes brutal
Michigan winters, many sum-
mer activities that students did
outside (such as running out-
doors and playing basketball
or tennis) can become an im-
possible task. Thats where the
Miller Building comes in handy.
It offers
+ two basketball courts
+ one racquetball/
handball court

+ one wellness center (weights,
stationary bikes, Stairmaster,
treadmills, and exercise equip-
ment)

+ two volleyball courts

¢« one aerobic training area
(Auxiliary Gym)

Dont have a racket for rac-
quetball or a basketball to work
on your free throws with? No
problem. All equipment can
be checked out from the Issue
room on the rst oor of Miller

gym. The only thing needed is
avalid KCC ID.
All  of the recreational
rooms are available to all stu-
dents, faculty, and staff whenev-
er it is not in use by a class, and
can be reserved under the same
terms. But they arent able to be
reserved by phone. If you want
to reserve a court, it must be
in person with an ID in hand.
Also, a court cant be scheduled
for two time slots by the same
person and there is no switching
of courts.
But if you need to pump
some iron or run off the new
Taco Bell triple steak burrito,
the tness room hours are
« Monday 9:30 am - 2:00 pm
and 3:30 pm - 6:45 pm

+ Tuesday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
and 2:15 am - 5:30 pm

» Wednesday 9:30 am - 2:00 pm
and 3:30 pm - 6:45 pm

* Thursday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
and 2:15 am - 5:30 pm

+ Friday 8:00 am. - 3:45 pm

+ Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Or check http://www.kel-
logg.edu/athletics/millerbldg.
html for more information.
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Banned books welcomed

with open arms?

Jeremy Erskine
Staff Writer

On September 30, KCCs
Dr. Elizabeth Kerlikowske par-
ticipated in a banned books
reading at First Baptist Church
in Kalamazoo. Yes, thats right

banned books at church. The
event was sponsored by the
American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) and was aimed at re-
minding Americans of our rst
amendment right to free speech.
Books like Kurt Vonneguts
Slaughterhouse 5, Twains
Huck Finn, Margaret At-
woods The Handmaids Tale,
and Tim O Briens The Things
They Carried were amongst a
few of the controversial books
being read.

The event was explained to
me as a small but nice affair.
Dr. Kerlikowske really enjoyed
the event she said, It was
great! It lasted two and a half
hours (which is long). | learned
a lot. The readers were all re-
ally professional  nobody was
stumbling through [their book

choices]. That alone was well
worth it.

She was joined by Chan-
nel 3 news weatherman Keith
Thompson, a few radio per-
sonalities, a writer, and some

lawyers.  All the people there
are pretty literate, said Ker-
likowske. Everyone there be-

lieved that banning a book is a
ridiculous idea. As one speaker
put it, If you cant nd some-
thing to offend you in a library,
we are not doing our job!

Its always the parents who
seem to have a problem with
a book. They think its more
powerful when its written
down, explained Elizabeth.
But what about the television
shows or movies or music chil-
dren are exposed to today?

Listening to abusive songs
on their iPod is far worse than
reading a book, Kerlikowske
added.

The organizer of the event,
attorney James Rodbard, gave
her the choice of reading Allen
Ginsberg or Walt Whitman.
But Ginsberg had been done a

few years ago, and she wanted
to read something else. So, upon
doing a little thinking on what
constituted Whitmans most
controversial work, she chose |
Sing the Body Electric, which
is the most banned poem of his
writings and is from the book
Leaves of Grass.

Being an English instruc-
tor, Dr. Kerlikowske is no
stranger to some controversy
of her own. An anthology she
uses for her literature class was a
challenged book last year in a
school district outside of Grand
Rapids. There was a Pulitzer
Prize winning play called Top
Dog/Under Dog about life in
the inner city in the textbook.
So naturally, there is some in-
ner city language on display
throughout the play (thus, the
reason for such uproar) But
once you tell kids that a book is
banned, they immediately want
to see [the play].  Although
they didnt read the play in its
entirety, we did have to do
a short reading from it so they
could sample the language.

The American smoker: a dying breed

Frank Russell
Staff Writer

With more and more places
becoming smoke free, men and
women that choose to light up
are being rounded up and dealt
with. Whether it is at college,
work, at a diner or walking
down the street, smokers are be-
ing limited more and more in
their habit.

In the past, smoking has
been just as socially acceptable
as chewing gum. But as time
passed, so has the tolerance for
cigarettes--and now with rising
health concerns, people have
decided to take a stand against
smoking and smokers.

Here in Calhoun County--
and speci cally at KCC--smok-
ers are constrained by newly im-
plemented rules and regulation.
Calhoun County has recently
passed a clean air act that is
pushing more rules, regulations
and nes on smokers. Smok-

ers already feel as though they
have been discriminated against
and feel that there are enough
rules. These rules have begun
to be enforced along with the
new set of nes that will be used
to deter smokers from taking a
smoke break while away from
the house.

At KCC there have been
questions about whether or
not smoking should be allowed
on campus at all. Smokers al-
ready have to head to desig-
nated smoking areas set across
the campus in order to light up.
But not all have followed these
rules.

As the fall begins to turn
cold and winter approaches, the
temperatures obviously have
dropped. And apparently some
of the smokers have begun to
drop the rules. In an effort to
get a smoke in as fast as pos-
sible, smokers have begun to
crowd the entrances of KCC
during their breaks. They en-

dure the cold just long enough
to get their cigarette smoked
then head straight back for the
building.

The problem with this is that
they are taking their smoke
breaks right outside the door.
This has forced non-smokers to
squeeze past them uncomfort-
ably as they breathe in second
hand smoke.

One student said, It [ticks]
me off when | have to walk past
them and they are crowding the
door. I smell like smoke after
I walk by them and | hate it!

His feelings are shared by
a number of students that feel
that the rules in place now
arent being followed, therefore
something should be done. And
maybe a smoke free campus will
result from this feud.

KCC will join the Great
American smokeout with a
smoke-free Campus on Novem-
ber 20.

Lifelong Learning

Press Release

Kellogg Community Col-
leges Lifelong Learning classes
are gearing up for the fall with
a strong line-up of classes for
personal enrichment and pro-
fessional development. Classes
began on September 23, 2008
and will run through December
4, 2008.

Lifelong Learning class
topics focus on tness, health

& wellness, foreign languages,
cooking & wine, personal -
nances, home & garden, and
computers and technology.
New classes for this fall include
Ashtanga Yoga, College Essay
Writing Tips, Instant Piano
(for Hopelessly Busy People),
Exploring Prayer, and Hail to
the Chief, an exploration of the
election process, just in time for
Nov. 4.

Lifelong Learning now of-

fers Saturday classes as well. Un-
less noted, each takes place at
KCCs Regional Manufacturing
Technology Center, located at
405 Hill-Brady Road in Battle
Creek.

Registration with a major
credit card can be completed
by calling (269) 965-4134 or
visit  www.kellogg.edu/lifelong
for more information on other
registration opens and class of-
ferings.
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Books for Africa

Gordo Murphy
Staff Writer

Phi Theta Kappa, KCCs
honor society, is organizing
a book collection to send to
African libraries. Used books
of any kind will be welcome,
from textbooks to romance
novels. Phi Theta Kappa is a
non-pro t society, but they
need to raise money for their
activities around the school
and trips they are planning,
S0 just seventy- ve cents from
every book brought in goes to
the society. Phi Theta Kappa
will use at least a portion of
this money to help improve
the school through various on-
campus activities.

The Books for Africa pro-
gram was originally thought of
by Phi Theta Kappa of cer Mi-
chael Ghere, who recently told
me about a handful of elemen-

tary schools in Battle Creek that
will be competing to see which
class from each school can gather
the most books. These schools
may include Urbandale, Fre-
mont, Coburn, Dudley, Frank-
lin, Verona, Calhoun Christian,
Prairieview, and Bedford Bible.
This contest will run through
the entire month of November,
and the winning class from each
school will receive a free pizza
party sponsored by Pizza Hut,
Little Caesars, Papa Johns, and
Hungry Howies.

All the winning classes will
receive a certi cate of apprecia-
tion from Phi Theta Kappa, as
will the restaurants supporting
the pizza party. These certi cates
will then be framed and hung in
the restaurants. Students who
wish to contribute can e-mail
Michael Ghere at ghere93@aol.
com.

Phi Theta Kappa

Maria Fales
Special to the College Life

Phi Theta Kappa is the
largest honors society for 2-year
colleges. Once a student has
achieved a 3.5 or higher GPA,
he or she will receive an invita-
tion to join, and then pay the
$60 fee to become a member.
Once in the honors society,
students must maintain a 3.2
GPA. This does not sound as
interesting as what Phi Theta
Kappa has to offer once a stu-
dent becomes a member and
that is exactly what I would like
to share with you.

This honors society of-
fers experience in leadership,
scholarship, and service. Daniel
Farmer, President of Phi Theta
Kappa, feels that Phi Theta
Kappa gives students a chance
to serve their community and
college, along with interacting
with like-minded individuals
and accomplishing great goals.
It is the best way to set yourself
apart from other students scho-
lastically. When a member grad-
uates and receives their stole, it
is one way of showing everyone
that you have achieved excel-
lence in your college career.

PTK of cers plan and im-
plement things relating to these
topics for members to experi-
ence. Since the beginning of
the semester, Phi Theta Kappa
has implemented an Adopt-A-
Highway program which we
have put into action once al-
ready in September and will be
doing again in April of 2009.
In October, Phi Theta Kappa
planned a Field Trip to Chicago
to visit the Shedd Aquarium,
sponsored the Blood Drive,
and provided an Honors Semi-
nar by showing an An Incon-

venient Truth and Sicko with
a discussion forum for students
to voice their views and opinions
following the showing.

The PTS hopes that you
have noticed the recycling con-
tainers on campus because those
are also a service done by Phi
Theta Kappa. In fact, for the
spring semester we will be look-
ing for volunteers to empty the
recycling containers on campus,
once a week or as needed. As for
what Phi Theta Kappa has com-
ing up, in November, there will
be a Leadership Challenge lunch
which will be by invite only. It is
for members and of cers of our
student organizations. This will
include two keynote speakers:
Dr. G. Edward Haring, KCC
President; and Vice President
for Student Services, Dr. Mar-
shall Washington; along with a
case study challenge. Members
should also look for student-led
workshops relating to leader-
ship, scholarship, and service in
the spring semester. The Adopt-
A-Highway program will be in
April and the recycling bins will
still be on campus. Our Vice
President for Scholarship, Alicia
Fry, will also be expanding our
recycling program at the KCC
regional centers.

Last but not least, for the
entire year we will be collect-
ing books for the Better Worlds
Books for Africa which is a pro-
gram to promote literacy. We
will be accepting any type of
book if you would like to do-
nate. Just bring your books to
the College Life of ce and they
will take care of it from there. If
you would like more informa-
tion about Phi Theta Kappa or
any of our programs and work-
shops mentioned, please e-mail
alphanueta@kellogg.edu.
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Steve Severin: paying it forward

Alan Hester
Features Editor

Steven Serverin

Given thirty years time, |
hope to accomplish more than
a few things: win the Pulitzer
and/or the Nobel Peace Prize
(both would be ne too!); join
the Peace Corps and end world
hunger; win American Idol and
beat out Mariah Carey and the
Beatles for the most number
one hits; invent the cure for
AlDs and Cancer; of course be-
come President of the United
States. It takes a certain kind
of person be able to juggle all of
these things, but Im con dent
that I Il accomplish one (if not
all) of them given thirty years.

Now, in no way do | plan
| seeing this through alone
that would be foolish to think!
Il have a great many servants,
mentors, and cohorts alike to
guide me, and if I want to meet
one or more of these goals be-
fore | graduate from college then
I 1l need to take advantage of all
the help available to me so 1l
look to a few college professors
for the time being

In all reality, these goals
are near implausible, but such
things (and the fact that stu-
dents fathomed like so) were
the driving forces for people
like Steve Severin. Not to sug-
gest that people like Mr. Severin
were struck with naivety, but
people like Mr. Severin thrive
off of students high goals. Fur-
thermore, pigeonholing Mr.
Severin even in this category
of student in uencers is near
impossible.  Mr. Severins last
thirty years of his life were spent
teaching at KCC, and teach-
ing would be an understate-
ment.

Steve Severin didnt just
teach he was the lesson. Tak-
ing a class with Mr. Severin was
like sitting down for a cup of
coffee and having a philosophi-
cal conversation one-on-one;
it was like driving an off-road
buggy 70 mph through unpre-
dictable sand dunes; it was like
falling down the White Rabbits
hole, and getting caught up in
conversation about the tunnels
intriguing dirt-wall hieroglyph-
ics, before even hitting the bot-
tom. Mr. Severins classes were
a world of themselves.

Essentially, [Mr. Severin]
was what he taught, explains
Courtney Young, a student at
KCC and a student of Mr. Sev-
erin. He had plenty of experi-
ence in different cultures, [and]
he had a very high knowledge
of different societies. For me,
when | had Sociology, this made
the class easier to understand.
In his thirty years of service at
KCC, Mr. Severin only took a
total of two summers off. One
of which was by near force of
math instructor and close friend
of Mr. Severin, Sue Stetler.

| told Steve that he needed
a break, says Ms. Stetler, |
asked him: Steve, when do you
stop thinking? Do you sleep?
She explains his response, Steve
said: Actually, Susie, | dont
sleep that much!  His mental
gears were always turning.

Mr. Severin expressed this

well in the classroom, for he
never lectured. Mr. Severin
invited students into his mind,
all the while allowing a student
the freedom to explore their in-
ner psyches. Although I m only
eighteen years old, | thought
myself as pretty grounded in
my beliefs. In my one class with
Mr. Severin, he had me uproot-
ed within the second week. |
have no problem admitting
this. Mr. Severin broadened
and validated the vision | had
for my beliefs.
Students who Mr. Severin had
a similar effect upon were nev-
er in short supply. Courtney
Young also had a sociology class
with Mr. Severin.

A lot of teachers love to
poke-and-prod a students head
to try to get them to think,
Courtney says, but Steve was
one who not only made students
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Past students werent the
only ones making phone calls,
either. | remember my rst
unit exam with Mr. Severin
he warned us that it wouldnt
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Student signing Mr. Serverins rememberence table.

think about the answers, but he
also conjured more questions to
help students think about fur-
ther aspects of the situation.

His lessons were indeed just
that: lessons. 1ve had many
classes where the desks, chalk-
board, (and sometimes even the
instructor) were mere props in
some sick-minded production,
and the entire class was regur-
gitated from the $80.00 text
book. The price of the book
was the easy part it was the
ruthlessly droning lectures that
were merciless.  Mr. Severin
didnt need a book to teach,
because all of his teaching was
done through a student/instruc-
tor interaction. Thats why the
community college experience
suited Mr. Severin so well. The
built relationships were the es-
sence of Mr. Severin.

Past students would call
Steve back and let them know
how their life has progressed,
says Ms. Stetler, because Steve
made that much of an impact
upon them. Thats what Steve
lived for: launching students
into an unforgettable lifelong
journey with unforgettable les-
sons.
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be easy. Right under our name,
we were to write down our
phone number, class section,
and e-mail address. To be per-
fectly honest, 1 almost didnt
put anything besides my name,
but | eventually conceded. It
was over the weekend, in the
middle of the day and on my
way to work, that | received a
phone call from an unfamiliar
number. | answered with trepi-
dation, and there on the other
end was Mr. Severin.

Hello? 1 said reluctantly.

Hi! Alan? was the mans
response. | replied, again reluc-
tantly, yes?

This is Mr. Severin!
How are you doing?

Im doing well, I re-
sponded, not so reluctantly
now, How are you?

I mgoodtoo, Mr. Severin
said, | just wanted to call and
let you know how well you did
on the unit exam. You scored
in the top three percent. I m re-
ally proud of you, Alan. Keep
up the good work.

It was the rst and only
phone call that | had received
from an instructor at KCC.

he said,

Had someone asked me prior to
Mr. Severins call if I d have con-
sidered such a situation weird
and awkward, the reply would
without a doubt have been
yes. However, ever since Mr.
Severin took the time and effort
to call and compliment me, my
respect for him, and any other
teacher who is that dedicated,
has spiked to an unfaltering
height.

As just one student who has
felt the Steve Severin-effect, |
know that there is thirty-years
worth of Mr. Severins impact.
In this way, Mr. Severins pass-
ing isnt a passing at all. Nu-
merous students who have been
positively impacted by Mr. Sev-
erin and his lessons continue to
pay it forward. In no way can
something like that die.

Ms. Stetler explains an ex-
ercise that Mr. Severin advo-
cated in his education classes:

Steve would have his students
purchase a Hallmark card
preferably a Thank You card
and have them send it to a past
teacher that had a positive in u-
ence upon them.

After her close friend and
colleague introduced her to
this exercise, Ms. Stetler uses
the same less in her elementary
math class, again proving the
teaching legacy of Mr. Severin.

As for myself, 1 already have
an envelope postmarked to him.
The address was the trickiest,
because Mr. Severin isnt in just
one place his lessons are ev-
erywhere. Even if | dont win
the Nobel or Pulitzer prize, nd
the cure for cancer or AlDs, end
world hunger while in the Peace
Corps, win American Idol, or
become president anytime soon,
| know that | can send out my
Hallmark card to him whenever
I so choose. For he has evoked
the kind of drive that it takes to
attain such goals, not just in me,
but many others, and that in it-
self is essentially Steve Severin.

Donations can be made to
the Steven R. Severin Memorial
Scholarship.

Balancing

Jeff Droll
Staff Writer

For many students at Kel-
logg Community College, time
spent in the classroom only
takes up a portion of their day.
Since all students that attend
KCC commute to campus, gas
can be a concern. This along
with the cost of living, force
many students to clock in at
work after their classes are dis-
missed. Playing the role of a
student and an employee can
cause much distress. More and
more students are left juggling

school and work, trying their
best not to become too over-
loaded and let one drop.

According to the American
Council on Education, about
three quarters of college stu-
dents work while enrolled in
school. An even more surpris-
ing statistic states that about
one quarter holds down a full-
time job.

KCC student Kelly Gunn
is all too familiar with this jug-
gling act. She helps account
for the one quarter that is em-
ployed full-time along with be-
ing a full-time student. When

work

shes not in the classroom, shes
answering telephone calls and
occasionally making deliveries
for 1-800 Radiator. These two
responsibilities often bleed into
each other, making matters dif -
cult. Because of her class sched-
ule, she frequently has to leave
work early. Needless to say, her
boss is often displeased. Kelly
is willing to take the blame for
now in hopes that an education
will work towards her advan-
tage in the future. You have
to go to work to make money,
but you have to go to school to
make more money, she com-

and study

mented.

Jennifer Richards, also a
KCC student, knows rst hand
how work can interrupt time
that would usually be spent on
schoolwork. | get home, I'm
tired and | dont want to do
homework and study. Like
Jennifer, stress from work makes
many students unwilling to
spend their free time studying
or working on assignments.

Stress is unlikely to be com-
pletely avoided.  Sometimes
students may feel like theyre
drowning in a pool of stress.
With work and school anchor-

ing them down from a personal
life, they feel like their sink-
ing in the deep end. There are
ways, however, to catch a breath
and alleviate some of the stress
that keeps students worried.

Exercising along with a
healthy diet is a great way to rid
some of the uneasy tension. It
is important to get plenty of rest
S0 ones body can better cope
with pressure their mind and
body is put through. Another
tip when youre on the verge of
being overloaded is to take some
time to listen to a favorite CD
or tune into the radio.






