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Bram Stoker’s 1897 book
“Dracula” has become one of the
most vampirized texts of all time.
There are dozens of film versions
dating back to 1922’
“Nosferatu” and including the
recent release “Van Helsing.”
KCC’s recent production of
“Count Dracula” joins the list of
Dracula homages.

“Count Dracula,” like many
of the versions, plays fast and
loose with the characters’ names
and identities. The one constant
in every production is the men-
acing presence of the Count.
Gary Cuyler, director of KCC'’s
production, has created, with
minimum set movement, the
maximum spookiness required
for the scenes with the Count
(Steven Michael Pignataro) him-
self. Special effects such as the
Count disappearing behind a
sofa (which is turned to prove
that he is gone), the Count speak-
ing from a picture above the
mantel (my favorite), and the
excellent giant vampire bat which
flew out over the audience at the
end of the second act to the de-
lighted horror of the audience.
were extremely effective.

The show began with a frieze
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of women so still that when they
began to move it truly was like
they came to life. The Count’s
castle was the apron area on either
side of the stage. Cuyler maxi-
mized the use of the small theater
with his clever staging, like when
Dr. Seward (Tim Becker),
Jonathan Harker (Jason Laske),
and Van Helsing are about to
find Mina (Bethany Liebrandt),
they use flashlights to find their
way through the darkened the-
ater. Cuyler has them bounce
their beams off every possible
facet of the theater, maximizing
the feeling of exploration. It
would not have been the same
had they walked in following one
straight light.

The drawing room aspect of
the production, which is where
the majority of the action took
place, was an excellent venue for
a character not in the book, the
vampy Sybil (Steph Martin), who
provides a comic foil for the dark
goings-on and brings back the
art of swooning. Van Helsing
(played by Russ Anderson) was
particularly well portrayed, seri-
ous and funny, dashing up the
stairs to feed his robust self. I was
particularly interested to see how
the production handled Renfield,
the fly-eating lunatic who is the
servant of Dracula. Surprisingly,
this character was quite true to
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by Bethany Grace Liebrandt)
the book; the physical portrayal
by Zac Hemker was outstanding,
sliding, jumping, crouching across
the play.

Reading a book is a wonder-
ful, personal experience.
Watching a play is a communal
sharing of literature. Having read

Dracula (Steven Micheal Pignataro) bites Mina (played  Photo by Christina A. Pacillo

the book added dimensions to
what I witnessed on stage. The
production was terrific; clearly
enormous amounts of time were
put in by crew and cast. Gary
Cuyler’s productions are always
a treat; I never tire of watching
a clever mind at work.

Students place in statewide design contest
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Parenting Awareness Month
is a Michigan campaign to
emphasize the importance of
effective parenting through local
efforts during the month of
March. Statewide, the campaign
organizes an annual design
contest and distributes posters
and bookmarks of the grand
prize winner picked by their
judges. Kellogg Community
College’s ART 103 class (taught
by Pete Williams) submitted
entries that fit with the theme
“parenting is for a lifetime.” In
all, there were 435 entries into
the contest and three students
placed in the competition.

Christina A. Pacillo placed
second in the adult division and
won $25 for her poster design
featuring a tree. “The tree
holding the world, within its
changing seasons, represents the
constant state of life’s change,”

said Pacillo. “Parenting is always
changing and parents are always
learning as they are teaching their
children, much the same as the
generations before them.”

different cultures and
backgrounds. Weitting was
shocked to hear she had won.
“To be honest I didn’t expect to
win anything. I was just hoping
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Parenting awareness month poster contest winners

Photo by Brandi Engel

Ashlie Weitting, Christina A. Pacillo and Lourdes Tollette

Placing first in the adult
division and receiving $50 was

Ashlie Weitting. Her design

showed parents and children of

my work would at least be
showcased.”

ART 103 student Lourdes
Tollette was the grand prize
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winner this year. The grand prize
winner receives $100 and their
design will be seen on posters all
over Michigan. “I chose to use a
watercolor and collage design. I
thought the bright colors would
be eye catching and pop off of
the poster,” said Tollette. Her
design featured parents with
their child under the theme
phrase. “I am a graphic design
major and the poster will be a
good addition to my portfolio.”

The winners’ posters were
displayed at a conference in
Marquette on October 21. They
will also be displayed in Lansing
on November 8, and in January,
150 of the best designs
submitted will be on display in
the Michigan Library and
Historical Center.

For more information on
Parenting Awareness Month call
1-800-968-4968. To order
posters, bookmarks, and packets

call 1-800-626-4636.
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Western Michigan University open house

Press Release

Western Michigan
University’s Battle Creek campus
is a well-known location to
many KCC students. Just

joint programs that allow stu-
dents to finish a WMU four-
year degree program without
leaving Battle Creek. All courses
for these programs are offered

also offers classes for other degree
programs, including graduate
and certificate programs.

For more information about
Western Michigan University’s

blocks away, the WMU
campus offers students the
option of completing a four-
year degree without leaving
Battle Creek.

Located downtown at
the Kendall Center, 50 West
Jackson Street, the WMU
campus offers on-site stu-
dent advising and classes.
Most courses are offered
evenings and weekends in
formats that allow students
to take full or partial aca-
demic loads. The downtown
campus offers a convenient,
inviting atmosphere, assis-

tance in degree planning and
advising, and a recognized
BA/BS degree from a top
national university.

An Open House is planned
at the Kendall Center, for No-
vember 10, from 2:30-5:00 p.m.
KCC students, instructors, and
advisors are invited to tour the
facilities and learn more about
WMU’s outstanding programs,
including information on WMU-
KCC 2+2.

KCC and WMU have three

Experts urge

Press Release

A coalition of health groups
exhorted Americans Wednesday
to take appropriate steps to
reduce their risk of catching colds,
getting the flu, or coming down
with strep throat this winter.

Simple precautions like
hand-washing, covering coughs
and sneezes to prevent the spread
of infection, and avoiding close
contact with others when you're
sick have gained new importance
in the wake of the national
shortage of influenza vaccine.

These three steps are the
focus of a national campaign to
arm Americans with strategies
for staying healthy during the
cold and flu season. The Joint
Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations
(JCAHO) organized the effort
in cooperation with the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the American
Hospital Association, and other
groups waging war against
infectious disease.

While the campaign is timed
to coincide with National
Infection Control Week,
infection-control experts agree it
couldn't come at a more critical
juncture.

The U.S. vaccine supply was
slashed by nearly half after British
health authorities suspended the
license of a key vaccine supplier,
Chiron Corp., to manufacturer
its influenza vaccine, Fluvirin, in
a Liverpool plant. U.K. regulators

at the Kendall Center Campus.
The joint WMU-KCC 2+2 ac-
ademic programs are in
elementary education, engineer-
ing, and early childhood
development. After finishing an
Associate degree with KCC, stu-
dents are encouraged to consider
enhancing their careers with a
BA/BS degree from WMU. The
WMU Kendall Center campus

Battle Creek Kendall Center
campus or Open House, KCC
students and members of the
community are encouraged to
call (269) 965-5380. The WMU
Battle Creek campus is also set-
ting up advising appointments
for students who would like more
information and recommenda-
tions on how to proceed with
their careers.

steps to prevent colds, flu

said the suspension was imposed
after Chiron failed to comply
with manufacturing and quality-
control practices, raising
concerns that some doses may
be contaminated with bacteria.

The sudden shortage of flu
shots has left many doctors and
clinics scrambling for vaccine to
meet current and future
demand. As the influenza season
heats up, some health
professionals worry that the
nation will be unprepared to
cope with a surge of critically ill
patients.

Millions of Americans get
the flu each year, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC). Common symptoms
include high fever, cough, and
muscle and body aches. Most
flu victims are back on their feet
in a week or two. But for some
people -- including the elderly,
the very young, and the
chronically ill -- the influenza
virus poses life-threatening

Anime Club

Laina Engel

Staff Writer

Anime, a Japanese style
animation, has been a cult
favorite for years, so it would
only be appropriate for KCC
students to form an anime
club. This isn’t the first anime
club on campus, but one of

complications. Each year, about
36,000 people in the United
States die and more than 200,000
are hospitalized due to the flu,
the CDC said.

Colds tend to be minor, by
comparison, but they are highly
contagious. Americans suffer an
estimated 1 billion colds a year,
according to the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases. In some cases, a cold
virus paves the way for other
infections to invade the body,
such as sinus or ear infections and
bronchitis, said the American
Lung Association.

Strep throat, caused by the
streptococcal bacteria, sidelines
millions of people each year,
mostly children and young adults,
with red, painful throats, fever,
and swollen glands.

Because of the huge toll these
infections exact on the nation's
health, infection-control experts
recommend:

continued on page 7...

the founding members, Jay Laske,
is making a great effort to make
sure it will be the last.

Even though the Anime
Club has regular members that
attend the meetings, they are very
enthusiastic about welcoming
new students who may want join,
“We’re hoping that everyone
interested in Anime wants to
come and see us,” says Laske.

B

looks for

KCC radiography students
place in state competition

Press Release

“Student Bee,” the
competition of Michigan
Radiography programs, was held
in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the Michigan Society
of Radiologic Technologists in
Midland, September 15 - 18.
Despite it being Kellogg
Community College’s first entry
ever, and the fact they had the
smallest team represented, KCC's
radiography students overcame
these two disadvantages to walk
away with first and second place.

To add to the excitement of
the competition, students were
required to respond with their
answers to a panel of judges
consisting of some of
radiography’s best known experts
and authors of student textbooks,
Dr. Stewart Bushong, Medical
Physisist, Baylor College of
Medicine, Dr. Phillip Ballinger,
Ohio State University, and Rick
Carlton, Grand Valley State
University.

KCC’s team consisted of
Becky Evans of Middleville, Faith
Cousins of Battle Creek,
Kathleen Bird of Portage, and
Stephanie Buiskool of
Kalamazoo. Mindi Snyder,

clinical instructor at Borgess
Medical Center, helped organize
and prepare the students for the
event. In individual competition,
Becky took first place, bringing
home a plaque and $300. Faith
captured second place being
awarded a plaque and $150. The
college received a plaque and a
large trophy.

“The entire class is very
proud of their accomplishments,
and are excited about their future
careers,” said Janis Scholl, who
is the KCC Radiography program
coordinator. For those of you
who are not aware of what a
Radiographer does, a
Radiographer assists a radiologist
in using ionizing radiation (x-
rays) equipment. KCC
radiography students complete
their clinical training in the
radiology departments of Battle
Creek Health Systems, Bronson
Methodist Hospital, Borgess
Medical Center, Community
Health Center of Branch County,
and Oaklawn Hospital.

If you are interested in the
Radiography program and would
like more information, you can
access their web site at
www. kellogg.edu/alliedhealth/
radiography.

Use a laptop in the wireless
Learning Resource Center

Press Release

If you head to the open com-
puter lab in the Learning Resource
Center and find all the worksta-
tions in use, go to the Check-out
Desk to see if a laptop is available
for your use. Beginning in No-
vember, currently enrolled KCC
students can checkout a wireless
laptop for use in the building.

The best uses of this equip-
ment would be for working on a
Word document or using the in-
ternet to access research materials.
You need to come prepared with
your own storage device (disk,
memory stick, etc.) so that your
work can be saved. These laptops
will not be able to print your work.

You will need to present a
student ID that is validated for
current semester and a valid
driver’s license or state ID. After
you read over the guidelines, you
will sign a form and leave your
driver’s license with the checkout
form. The laptop has a battery life
of around ninety minutes of use.
You must return the laptop on
time or incure late fees.

The laptops can be used in
the library areas of the main level
of the LRC. This includes the
study rooms and the study carrels
on the second level too. Users can
also bring in their own laptops to
use for research.

Learning Resource Center’s Fall hours

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday

The club will show a feature
length movie the fourth week of
each month. “We’re hoping to
show Vampire Hunter D, Ghost
in the Shell, Spriggan, Akira, and
Samarai X.”

And according to Laske, the
club plans on attending events
outside of campus as well: “Our
future plans include trips to see
new feature Anime films in movie

8:00 a.m. -9:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

members

theaters, and hopefully planning
a trip to a convention next
semester,” says Laske.

The meetings take place in
the Davidson building, Room
202, on Fridays from 2-5 p.m.
During feature movie events
food and drink will be provided.
For more information, please
contact shadaloo_agent_
shadow@hotmail.com.
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Print and collage works featured at KCC

Press Release

In its second show of the
season, the Davidson Gallery at
Kellogg Community College is
featuring an exhibit that offers a
creative, alternative look at hu-
man relationships and
vulnerabilities. Using traditional
and nontraditional processes of
printmaking and drawing, Jill
Jepsen and Jason VanDalson in-
corporate pieces of everyday life,
such as a worn pillowcase or the
text from an email, into their
collages and prints.

Jepson and VanDalson cur-
rently teach part-time at the
School of Art at Western Michi-
gan University. Jepson received
her master of Fine Arts from
WMU in painting and
VanDalson earned his master’s
degree in printmaking from the
University of Michigan.

Jepsen uses collage, print-
making and sewing to create her
pieces. She begins with found
pieces of ordinary fabric or textiles
that individuals find comfort
from. Objects can range from an
inherited lace handkerchief or a
memory-laden wallpaper pattern.
The item becomes concealed as

she layers it with fabric, paper
and paint. The piece is further
manipulated through her rhyth-
mic cutting, mending and
stitching in an organized, yet
confused manner. The end result
is a piece which Jepsen says, “acts
as a means to find contentment
with one’s past.”

In her artist's statement Jeps-
en talks of the how fabric acts as

everyday life. He examines issues
of intimacy and romance by ex-
ploring bits of conversation found
in emails, letters, and personal
quotes. In one piece he explores
issues of romance and intimacy,
stenciling the text “One day I'll
refer to you as my first love but
really wish that you were my only
love” in a collage. VanDalson
continues to further explore his

Jason VanDalson’s lithograph, “I am Honest” is included in the two-person
exhibition currently in the Davidson Gallery.

a barrier, covering up the emo-
tions a person may have, keeping
the community uninformed. Her
repetitive and therapeutic art pro-
cesses relieve the tensions and
emotions allowing one to be at
ease with the past.

Utilizing text in his artwork,
Jason VanDalson also focuses on

Bruins ready to

Terry Witherspoon
Assistant Editor

The men’s basketball season
begins with the Owens Tip Off
Tournament in Perrysburg, OH
the weekend of November 5-6.
Coach Clint Stout says that his
team is ready; they have a good
mix this year.

Four returning starters help
to make up that fine mix. Derrick
Sayers, a 5’8” guard who averaged
20 points per game last season
and is ranked 10 among the
country’s top junior college play-
ers. Dereck McGlothan, a 6’4”
forward, Steven Bortolussi, a 6’5"
forward, and Rodney Lee, a 6’
guard. The Bruins even recruited

Gay-Straight

Laina Engel

One of the new%gztiglu ';Itoer{

campus this year is The Gay-
Straight Alliance, coordinated by
Ginny Schaeffer.

“We are a social group,” says
Schaffer. “We try to do a variety
of activities like going to
Kalamazoo and attending
Parents, Friends, and Families of
Gays and Lesbians (PFLAG)
meetings, and Outspoken
meetings at Western Michigan
University. We also offer
recourses to the gay, lesbians,
bisexual, transgender, and straight
students.”

Not only is The Gay Straight

Alliance dedicated to socializing

out of the country and have two
brothers from London, Aaron
Lawman, a 6’3” forward, and
Benjamin Lawman, a 6’4” for-

art processes with new method
of mark making and collage as a
way to add more expression to
his artwork.

Integral to both artists is the
actual art process. They hope to
introduce viewers to the possibil-
ities that exist in their creative
alternative techniques with this

“Untitled” is a collage work by Jill Jepsen on view in KCC’s Davidson Gallery.

current exhibition.

The show runs from Novem-
ber 1 through December 17,
Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is
free. The gallery is located in the
Davidson Visual and Performing
Arts Building on the KCC cam-
pus. A closing reception will be
held Friday, December 17 from
5-7 p.m. Both artists will be in

attendance and light refreshments
will be served.

For more information about
this exhibit or related activities,
contact Vicki VanAmeyden, Gal-
lery Director, at (269) 965-4126,
Ext. 2554 or the KCC Arts &
Communication office at (269)
965-4126. Three more art exhib-

its are planned for the season.

begin basketball season

Stout feels they have good overall
size and strength. He expects the
team assembled to be very com-
petitive but says that the key to
a winning

season will be
defense and
rebounds.
The Lady
Bruins begin
their season
Saturday,
November 13
at Delta Col-
lege in

KCC'’s Spring 2005 Men’s Basketball team

ward. They also have Barry Park-
er, a 6’4” forward from Aberdeen,
Scotland. The majority of the
players are over six feet tall and

University
City, Michi-
gan. Coach Dic Doumanian says
the team has the chance to be
very good this season. Starters
from last season will help tremen-

Alliance forms on campus

students, but they are also open
to discussion about issues that
students are facing today. “We
offer topic of concerns to talk
about in the community like Gay
Rights and same-sex marriage,”

said Schaeffer.

The Gay Straight Alliance is
looking forward to meeting any
students that are interested in
joining. “We are currently

looking for members and a
faculty advisor.” If you are
interested in being apart of The
Gay-Straight Alliance they meet
every second and fourth Sunday
at 7 p.m. If you would like to
find out the location of the next
meeting or any other information
on The Gay-Straight Alliance,
please contact Ginny Schaeffer
at ginnyschaeffer@yahoo.com

Correction

In the October issue of the Bruin, John McNees was
mistakenly given credit for Terry Witherspoon’s Bruin
Scholarship Open article. We're sorry for any
confusion that may have caused.

dously. The best
player from last
season, Lauren
Graham, a 5°9”
guard, will be re-
turning. Graham
averaged 22 points
per game but blew
out her knee in

the middle of the

season. Also re-
turning is Jessie
Grant, a 5’97
guard who received honorable
mention in the Michigan Com-
munity College Athletic
Association and Tara Plaunt, a
5°8” guard who received first team
all conference in the MCCAA.
Doumanian says that they also
have a very good freshman class

KCC'’s Spring 2005 Women’s Basketball team

and he feels that the team will be
deeper and more talented than
ever. It promises to be a good
season so come out and show
your support. You can get a copy
of the schedule from the athletic
office in the Miller Gym.

Eastern Academic
Center hosts art exhibit

Press Release

The Eastern Academic
Center, a regional campus of
Kellogg Community College,
will host an art exhibit featuring
the works of artists represented
by the Blue Hour Gallery in
Marshall.

“Autumn Reflections”, an
exhibit of contemporary
paintings, photography, prints
and pastels is on display at the
Eastern Academic Center from
October 18 through November
30. A reception was held on

October 22 from 2:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. with refreshments
and music provided by local
musicians.

The Eastern Academic
Center is located
approximately 7 miles east of
Marshall and 3 miles west of
Albion. To arrive at the Center,
take exit 119 off -94 and turn
south on 26 Mile Road; the
Center is located half a mile
from the interstate.

For more information
regarding the exhibit, call (517)
630-8169 or (269) 965-3931
Ext. 4450.
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Instructor profile: Genevieve Stephenson, Habla Espanol?

Terry D. Witherspoon
Assistant Editor

Photo by Terry Witherspoon
Genevieve Stephenson

Genevieve Stephenson is the
instructor for Conversational
Spanish at Kellogg Community
College. She began teaching
Conversational Spanish in the fall
of 2003. This is her second year
at KCC and she loves it.
Stephenson received a Bachelor
in Secondary Education with a
major in Spanish and a minor in
English from Western Michigan
University in 2001. Before
coming to KCC, Stephenson
taught Spanish to sixth, seventh,
and eighth graders at Fruitport
Middle School in Fruitport, MI.

Stephenson’s passion for
Spanish developed during her
freshman year of high school. She

visited her Aunt and Uncle in
Queretaro, Mexico and
immediately fell in love with
Mexico and the language. She
returned to high school and took
Spanish every year until
graduation. She continued her
Spanish education in college and
during her sophomore year she
took a six-month study abroad
course and returned to Queretaro.
When the course was over
Stephenson was not ready to leave
so she spent her summer there.
She returned to Western only to
find that her heart was still in
Mexico, so she took some time
off from college and again
returned to Queretaro.

AN amazing family
attends

Noelle Krigner

Staff Writer

Here at Kellogg Community
College, there are many students
who are friends, acquaintances,
and maybe even siblings, but how
many of them do you know of
that are attending as a whole
family? The Wyartt
family—Michael, Robin, and their
two daughters, Jennifer and
Heather—are all currently taking
classes at KCC.

Robin is a freshman who is
attending KCC to earn her
Associates Degree in Occupational
Therapy. She was originally in the
Business Administration field but
discovered that she wanted an
occupation where she was actually
helping people, making a
difference in their lives. Michael
is in his second semester and has
decided to change his focus from
Computer Information Systems
to Business Management. Jennifer,
the oldest daughter, is one semester

away from receiving her Associates
Degree in Accounting and may
possibly switch directions to
Business Administration. Heather,
a fresh face to KCC this semester,
is hoping to major in Early
Childhood Development.

The Wyatt family keeps their
close connection and are able to
spend more time with each other
by driving to and from campus
together, meeting up with one
another in between classes to talk,
making sure everything is okay,
and assisting each other with
homework. At home, they all help
each other even more and work
together by sharing the knowledge
they maintain of certain subjects
they excel in, using each other’s
stronger skills as a guide.

The main reason the Wyatts
chose KCC over any other college
is because it is affordable,
especially since all four of them
are enrolled. Michael and Robin
feel that KCC was the best choice
because it is close to home, and
the girls’ want to live at home.

KCC

Since KCC has a smaller campus,
Robin feels that the teachers and
staff have a “personal touch” and
are more likely to stop to talk to
you and know who you are than
at a bigger college. They have also
discovered that tutoring is
available and easy to access, and
there are several computer labs
that enable them to do their
studying outside of the home.
Michael feels that “KCC has
serenity, and it gives you the
opportunity to escape to do
homework.”

Despite everything going on,
they are able to have time to
maintain their home, while still
being a very close family. You
may think that it is incredible and
impossible, but they seem to do
it with ease every day. From what
I have gathered from the Wyatt
family, KCC is a wonderful
experience for them, not only
through their personal education,
but also through bringing their
family even closer together.

Complete your degree...

Right here!

B All your KCC credits will transfer
B | ocated in the Mawby Center
B Experience a seamless transition

The Robert B. Miller College

Classes will begin in the fall, 2005

PROGRAM MAJORS
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Career Technology
Elementary Education
Liberal Studies
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DEGREES
B Bachelor of Science
B Bachelor of Applied Science

THE ROBERT B. MILLER COLLEGE < 450 NORTH AVENUE e« BATTLE CREEK, Ml 49017-3397 < 269-660-8021

Call today to talk to an advisor

Ty o)
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For more information contact
Miller College Student Services
660-8021, ext. 2959 or 2953
or visit www.millercollege.org

Stephenson got a job in Mexico
teaching English as a second
language at a high school and in
an adult business school. She says
the reason that she found Mexico
so irresistible is that it is filled
with culture. She saw things that
she had previously only read
about in books. She enjoyed the
historical sights and the way the
culture lived. She loved the smell
of the air, the taste of real
Mexican food, and of course the
language.

After about a year and a half,
Stephenson decided to return to
Michigan and finish her
education. She is currently
studying for her Masters in

Spanish with a concentration in
Linguistics at Western Michigan
University and hopes to become
a full time professor teaching
Spanish.

She is attending one class, taking
one class, and she has a 19-
month-old son Gavin who is the
joy of her life. Bienvenida Senora
Stephenson!

If you are interested learning
conversational Spanish, the
course is offered during the Fall
and Spring semesters under

Spanish 131.

Performer profile:
Douglas Blue Feather

Press Release

On November 4 the Student
Center will host a variety of Native
American entertainment in honor
of Native American Heritage
month. From 12 to 1 p.m.,
Douglas Blue Feather will be
playing native flute music.

Douglas Blue Feather is an
award winning Cherokee
songwriter, recording artist, and
performer of contemporary and
traditional Native American flute
music. A two time Native
American Music Award winner,
Blue Feather has released four

CD:s of original music, Seventh
Fire, Arrival, Ride The Lightning,
and Star Nations that have been
featured on radio stations
worldwide.

Douglas has won the 2003
Native American Music Award
for "Flutist Of The Year" for the
CD Ride The Lightning and the
2002 Native American Music
Award for "Best Independent
Recording Of The Year" for the
CD “Arrival.”

Blue Feather has been
featured on Fox TV and performs
throughout the United States at
numerous nationally advertised
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Editorial Policy

The KCC Bruin is a free student publication produced
monthly by Kellogg Community College students during the

fall and spring semesters.

The KCC Bruin welcomes letters to the editor from members
of the College and the community. Letters must be signed and
submitted with a current email address. All letters become
property of the Bruin and may be edited for clarity and length.
By-lined opinion columns represent the opinion of the writer
and do not necessarily represent the views of the Bruin staff or

the College.

Letters may be submitted by mail to KCC Bruin student
newspaper, c/o Kellogg Community College, 450 North Ave.,
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017. The KCC Bruin can be reached
by e-mail at <bruin@kellogg.edu.>

Letters may also be submitted at all five KCC sites. At the
Battle Creek site, letters may be dropped off in the English
department on the main floor of the C building, the College
Life office in the Student Center, or the student newspaper

office.

At the Grahl, Fehsenfeld, and Eastern Academic Centers,
as well as the RMTC, letters may be submitted at the

information desks.

The Bruin office is located in the Mawby Center at the
Battle Creek site. The staff can be reached at (269) 965-3931,

Ext. 2630.



ko

FEATURES

November 2004 5

Community House makes big impact

Nicole Moore

Guest Writer

Do you know what it’s like
to help an entire community, the
feeling of doing something
powerful and great, helping those
who may not have as much as
you? Neither did I until I started
volunteering with the
Post/Franklin Area Community
House. It’s a beautiful little yellow
house on a dark street corner,
surrounded by many fixer-uppers
that aren’t being fixed. People
who cared about those in their
neighborhood fixed up a little
run-down house for people to
come to for fun events. This
house has safe fun for kids, a
closet of clothes for borrowing,
and helps educate about
pregnancy.

Opver the past few years, the

pregnancy rate of single women
continues to rise. The
Community House knows this,
and because of that they have
volunteers from Planned
Parenthood and a Help
Navigator. Planned Parenthood
comes in regularly to give
pregnancy tests to those who need
them and pass out condoms,
promoting safe sex. A Help
Navigator is someone who
teaches pregnant women about
pregnancy, having a child, and
what to expect, if they don’t have
the resources to do so. The
Navigator also comes in quite
regularly, teaching a class at the
House to some of the pregnant
woman.

Kids sometimes get the
wrong message about what they
should be doing with their lives
from those they know and see
every day. Many of those can be

seen in the Post/Franklin
neighborhood. Some join gangs,
do badly in school, hang out with
the “wrong crowd,” and much
worse. The Community House
has many events targeted
specifically for kids. There have
been several Movie Nights when
kids and people from the area all
gather at the house and watch a
family-friendly movie. They serve
popcorn, drinks, and other
snacks, while everyone is sitting
comfortably on the furniture or
lying down on the floor. The
House has also gotten kids
together at the local roller skating
rink for a fun night. Their way
was paid and the kids got to skate
around for hours, get free food,
and have an amazing time.

For every holiday there is a
party at the house. For Halloween
there was tons of candy to pass
out to all the kids who went trick-

A new kind of extra credit

Brian Johnston

Staff Writer

Reading a book or watching
a movie then writing a paper on
it, volunteering for community
service, or making a video project
are some of the most common
ways to earn extra credit in a class.
But there are other ways besides
trying to give your grade a little
extra boost to put your creative
talents to work. Next time, why
not do an Honors Contract?

An Honors Contract is
different from an Honors class.
At KCC, several Honors classes
are offered each semester to
enhance students’ academic
experience; these classes are run
at a more challenging pace than
their counterparts.

By contrast, an Honors
Contract is a special project, such
as one of those listed above,
which is negotiated between the
student and the instructor. There
are limitless possibilities as the
student can learn more about or
do research on something that
greatly interests them or that
pertains to their desired career
path.

Last year, as an Honors
Contract in History 104, I
created three newspapers
commemorating three major
events in U.S. history: the
bombing of Pearl Harbor, the
fall of the Berlin Wall, and the
September 11 terrorist attacks.

I want to go into journalism
and writing as a career, and I love
U.S. history, so this was a great
project for me. I got experience
in writing news stories and
editorials, as well as in graphic
design, historical research, and
meeting deadlines. The project
required Internet research, a little
reading, and even watching a
couple of movies. It was a lot of
fun to do, I learned a lot, and it
gave me valuable experience.

This semester, in my
Communications class my
instructor offered extra credit for
anyone who reads Men Are From
Mars, Women Are From Venus
and writes a report on the
differences in the communication
needs and habits of men and
women. | decided to do this as
an Honors Contract and have
already started working on it.

Upon successful completion
of an Honors Contract, the
student receives credit for taking
an Honors class. While Honors
classes are only offered in certain
subject areas at certain times, an
Honors Contract can be done in
any class that the instructor offers
the opportunity in. Also, unlike
standard Honors classes, there
are no special requirements or
prerequisites for taking part in
one besides having good standing
in the class.

Honors Contracts are also
good for those involved in the
Honors Program at KCC. Four
Honors classes or Honors
Contract equivalents are necessary
to complete the Honors Program,
and Honors Contracts are a great
and convenient way to meet those

requirements.

The benefits of Honors
Contracts go beyond getting a
good report card. The student
can learn a lot more than they
might have if they simply took
the class. These projects are very
individualized and give the
student a great jump in their
career or fields of interest. They
also look great to scholarship
committees and even potential
employers.

Many instructors love it
when their students work on
Honors Contracts as well. It gives
them an opportunity to see true
academic growth in students, and
they might even learn a thing or
two themselves.

So maybe you would like to
bump your grade up a notch - or
maybe you need to completely
overhaul your grade - and some
extra credit will help you there.
But if you want to get more out
of the extra academic work you
do, or if you are looking to greatly
enhance your college experience,
I would suggest completing an
Honors Contract.

candied yams?? Help!
Homeboy-not

Dear Not,

It’s hard; they’ve stayed
the same, and you've grown,
if not physically then
intellectually. Your folks
probably miss you and want

Dear Dr. Destiny,

I’'m finding it harder
and harder to visit the ‘rents
after living on my own. I'm
dreading the holiday dinners
and people treating me like 'm
still a kid. How can I live
through it without stopping up
Uncle George’s gob with

to do the things they used
to do for you that made you
happy: feed you, talk about old
times, feed you again, and give
you a curfew!! Eeek!

What you should do is
be gracious. You should
understand that they miss you,
love you, and are trying to do
their best by you. If theyre

or-treating. Last year for
Christmas, the House held a few
get-together’s for the kids to make
arts and crafts for Christmas
presents; they also did this for
Valentine’s Day and
Thanksgiving. This year, the
House held a special Back-2-
School event for the kids, handing
out free backpacks, pencils, paper,
notebooks, binders, crayons, and
some other items that kids may
need for school.

The Community Closet is
what 'm helping with the most.
The Closet consists of donated
clothes for people to wear to job
interviews, dances, and other
events that they may need to dress
nicer for. People in the
Post/Franklin area may not be
able to afford outfits and dresses
for these one-time occasions, and
the Closet lets them borrow and
return the clothes at their need

to use them. Some of the clothes
are a bit out of style, so volunteers
come in and re-vamp the older
tattered clothes, repairing tears,
altering the exterior, etc. After a
while, the clothes begin to look
like they had come out of a
clothing store.

For the year that the
Community House has been
open, they have made a huge
impact on the Post/Franklin area.
The people helping the House
are so strong, caring, and love to
give. 'm glad I get to help out
and watch the house grow.
Slowly, as that little yellow house
makes more progress through the
community, you start to notice
that the fixer-uppers are starting
to get a little face-lift. Who knew
that a little yellow house on a
dark street corner could do all
this?

Douglas Blue Feather

continued from page 4...

powwows, festivals, and
churches. He has been
recognized by Native Peoples
Magazine as being one of the
top performers on the Native
music scene and has also
performed with legendary

Photo courtesy of douglasbluefeather.com

musicians Bill Miller, Brule, and
Carlos Nakai.

The melodic soul stirring
music of Douglas Blue Feather
touches and uplifts the spirit.
The majority of Douglas’ songs
are soothing in nature and
feature the Native American flute
accompanied by contemporary
instrumentation. His Ride The
Lightning CD is a traditional
flute CD without any

helping to pay for your education,
you owe them some hours of your
time. The most important thing,
however, is to have friends who
will call you away for the evening,
a hiding place for your cigarettes,
and an iron-clad alibi for why
you're feeling under the weather
the next morning.

Dr. Been There

Dear Doc,

My parents told me they
were going to call my teachers to
talk to them about my grades.
Can they do that?

Worried C student

electronics. Many people call him
a master of the flute.

"I'm honored that people
refer to me as a master, but like
any musical instrument, the flute
is still teaching me. I've been
playing the Native flute since
1997, shortly after
starting to honor my
own Cherokee heritage
and beginning my
journey on the Red
Road (Native
American spiritual
path). My music has
become much more
than I dreamed and is
more than just a
musical journey, it's a
spiritual journey as
well. It really is a gift from the
Creator."

Douglas has been a
drummer since the age of 13, he
performs all of the drum and
percussion instruments and some
keyboards on his CDs. Now, a
retired Dayton, OH Police
Officer, Doug performs and tours
full time doing what he loves to
do the most, playing music and
sharing Spirit.

Dear C,

Sure, they can make
that call, but no instructor will
talk to them. It’s against your
rights as an adult student. The
good Doctor has received calls
and has listened to parents, but
that was all. The parents were
informed that the student’s
information belongs to the
student. So there. Don’t worry
about that happening, but
maybe you should haul those
grades up so you wouldn’t have

the anxiety to begin with. Hit
the books!

Dr. D, at the end of freshman
year
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Create your own Destiny 1.5 million
pre-sales
and counting

Jay Laske

Staff Writer

For years Xbox owners have
been waiting for Peter Molyneax
to release his epic, Fable. Big Blue
Box made so many claims, and
so many release dates later it has
finally hit our shelves. But did
Big Blue fail to live up to its
boasts?

There were many fea-

It has simple yet engaging com-
bat mixed with various ways of
improving and adapting your
character between the areas of
strength, skill, and magic. And
although the difficulty isn’t as
staggering as many may have
hoped, Big Blue Box wanted all
players to be able to see and ex-
perience the game. They weren’t
going for an elitist approach,
where every challenge is nigh

ple will either flock to you or
cower from you, depending on
your habits, your renown, your
appearance; even your haircut
makes a big difference.

The replay value is awesome
too. There are so many characters
I wish to create, such as a pure
magic user, an evil rogue assassin,
and a purely heroic paladin, and
the game will adapt to each play
style differently. The towns and
shops all have their own daily

tures that didn’t make it into
the final game, but the idea
of evolving a character to
your own style and having
the world react to your ac-
tions was achieved, and it is
very impressive. From land-
scapes and characters that
appear to have been taken
straight out of a story book,

lives and habits. Try visiting
the shop everyday; I've had
a blacksmith take the whole
day off when I finally ac-
quired enough gold for the
weapon [ wanted. Try getting
an entire village to fall in love
with you, or create utter
chaos and wipe one out. See
if you can master every

to the wonderful music that
accents every moment, to the
unbelievable story full of twists,
hope and tragedy, it all leads to
a climax and an ending no one
will soon forget. Fable is a game
that will set new standards in
role-playing and adventure games
alike.

I will not share the plot or
much of the core game play be-
cause this is a game you have to
play for yourself. Your experience
may very well be different then
mine anyway. This isn’t your
typical RPG. It’s really more of
an arcade style adventure title, a
pick up and play game, allowing
new and old players to be able to
get lost in the world of Albion.

impossible.

Many people have com-
plained about the simplicity and
length of the game. The quests
that lead you through the story
can be finished within roughly
15-20 hours if that’s all you do.
But why sell yourself so short?
There is so much to do and ex-
plore in Fable, so many secrets
and fascinating events that unfold
the more you play it. There are
even multiple endings. Just evolv-
ing your hero is such a rewarding
experience, and the more you
play, the more the elements
change. Some effects come with
time and other events change
your character’s appearance. Peo-

ability, find every legendary
weapon, and open every demon
door and silver chest on one file.
This is more than enough game
to keep anyone busy for a while.

So you owe it to yourself to
get Fable and make your own
story known. Realize this is the
start of something huge, and be
happy you will be able to expe-
rience this series from the
beginning. So go out and expe-
rience for yourself if you haven’t
already the first true Role Playing

experience on a console.

Gameplay 9.5 Sound 9
Graphics 10 Replay 10
Overall 9.8

available online)
e Computer access

e Career counseling

temporary

e \/eteran services

or call 1-800-285-works

NEED A JOB..
MICHIGAN

WORKS!

provides the following services free of
charge for job seekers:

e Michigan Talent Bank (Michigan jobs

¢ Self-assessment and training

* Resumé writing assistance
¢ Financial aid and training and information
¢ Job placement—full time, part time or

¢ On-the-job experience
¢ Rehabilitation services
* Post your resumé on Michigan Talent

Bank <www.michworks.org>

Check out www.michiganworks.org

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to
individuals with disabilities. Equal Opportunity Employer Program.
Michigan Relay Center 1-800-649-3777 (voice and TTY.)

Visit any one of
our 4 locations

Albion Service
Center
609 S. Superior St.
Albion, MI 49224
Phone: 517-629-5413

Battle Creek
Service Center
135 Hamblin Ave.
Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 269-660-1412

Coldwater Service
Center
210 Vista Dr.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone: 517-278-0200

Hastings Service
Center
535 W. Woodlawn
Hastings, MI 49058
Phone: 269-945-9535
ext. 15

Brandi Engel

Editor-in-Chief

The most anticipated game
of the year, Halo 2, recently sold
1.5 million presale units in the
United States, the most presale
orders of any video game in
history. First day sales are expected
top any major movie release as
well as break all previous console
game records.

The original, Halo: Combat
Evolved, has sold over 5 million
copies worldwide and
revolutionized the industry. Halo
broke the limits of what a first
person shooter could be, and told
a story like no other game before.

Set for a November 9 release,
Halo 2 will expand on everything
that made the original great and
become a whole new experience
in the process. Improved graphics,
enhanced Al, destructible and
interactive environments, and an
advanced real-time lighting engine

are just the basics of Halo 2's
upgrade.

Developer Bungie has been
tight lipped about exactly what
new features will be in the sequel.
The story has remained
somewhat of a mystery as well.
The only thing known is that the
Covenant has invaded earth and
the Master Chief must save it.

The Halo 2 campaign is in
full swing for the release.
"Making the Video Game: Halo
2" will premiere on MTV on
November 5 at 11:00 p.m., and
MTV2 on November 6 at 9:00
p.m. The special will give viewers
an inside look at the making of
Halo 2. There is also a Halo 2
giveaway on the official Xbox
website www.xbox.com.

With all the hype it’s hard
to believe that Halo 2 can be as
good as it claims, but with Halo
as its base, Halo 2 can only be
better. The real test comes on
November 9.

Halo 2’s multiplayer modes are said to be better thaRhoto courtesy of Xbox.com

ever.

FiIrst annual

multi-

cultural weekend Retreat

TerryWitherspoon
Assistant Editor

Adrian College hosted its first
annual Multicultural Weekend
Retreat on the weekend of Octo-
ber 1. Six KCC students were in
attendance.

The multicultural student ser-
vices mission is to “provide
ongoing cultural, social, and aca-
demic support for students of
color.” They make students aware
of dates such as Hispanic Heritage
Month, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday, African American
History Month, and help students
appreciate and celebrate these hol-
idays. “The program and services
are designed to encourage under-
standing, acceptance and cross-
cultural communication.”

At the weekend retreat a vari-
ety of workshops were given on
topics such as “Maintaining your
Identity on a predominately white

campus,” “Academic Success. ..
Coming to the table,”
“Activist/Leadership,” and
“Successful Relationships.” The
students participated in icebreak-
ers where they mingled and
watched late night movies, played
games and ate snacks.

Darren Dotson, a freshman
Business Management major at
KCC was one of the students
who attended the retreat. He is
normally a very shy student and
that this retreat helped him to
meet new people. The workshops
made him speak in front of peo-
ple and this really allowed him
to break out of his “shy zone.”
“Now I have the confidence that
I can strike up a conversation
and carry it out with anyone!”

If you are interested in events
such as this one you can contact
Sedgwick Harris, Director of Ad-
missions/College life at (269)
965-3931 Ext. 2641.



B

Save some money for the seal

Brandi Engel

Editor-in-Chief

Save the seals. Who doesn’t
want to save the seals? Maybe a
few heartless people can resist a
fuzzy white baby seal face, but
not many. A baby seal has got
to be the most sympathetic thing
in the world, probably even more
sympathetic than a puppy. After
all, you haven’t ever had a seal
go wee-wee on your rug or
destroy your favorite chair. 'm
sure most people have only good
experiences with seals, through
pictures and movies, which make
it hard to hate them.

The Humane Society of the
United States doesn’t take any
of this into account in their save
the seals campaign, though.
Youd think, given the subject
matter, that a simple letter or
flyer saying something like “stop
Canada’s senseless baby seal
clubbing,” and maybe a picture
like the one printed here, would
be enough to outrage people into

action. But no. The Bruin
received the HSUS college
newspaper packet in the mail.
The packet consists of a letter,
an opinion piece, a poster, a
postcard, a brochure, some ads
that could be printed, and an
expensive looking bag

OPINION
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was five, but I really hadn’t heard
anything since then so I thought
the seals had been saved and lived
happily ever after. Unfortunately,
what really happened was that
the seals were never safe in
Canada, where the government

S

packet so annoying. There isn’t
much the HSUS can do with
donated money but use it to buy
informational packets.
Information packets on a cause
like this shouldn’t be 2-color
and include gift bag looking

to be used for
something I have yet
to figure out.

The whole thing
looked so expensive it
put me off right away.
There are lots of
reasons why a non-
profit organization
would have the
resources to send out
something like that,
but none of them are
really helping the
seals. Especially since
the best way to help
(according to the

brochure) is to donate
to their fund. I would
hope donated funds
would go someplace
more direct than packets for
college newspapers, but who can
really tell?

Not to say that getting the
word out isn’t a worthy cause. I
would imagine most people
reading this have no idea why
the seals are in danger. I didn’t.
I remember wearing a “Save the
Seals” pin on my jacket when I

More of Canada’s seals are being
killed than ever before. Most are between 12 days and 12 months old. How
much more information do you need to want to stop this?

subsidizes a huge hunt every year
and recently upped the number
of seals that can be killed. It’s
really a horrible thing, but it’s a
horrible Canadian thing and
we're Americans who can only
refuse to go to their country in
the name of the seals or have our
government pressure theirs.

That’s what makes this

Photo courtesy of International Fund for Animal Welfare

things for no reason. Just think
of how many more people could
know about the Canadian seal
hunt if the information was
cheaply printed letters that lead
you to a website with all the
information a college newspaper
might use. It would help the
seals so much more, and maybe
not rub people the wrong way

steps to
prevent
colds, flu

continued from page 2...

Scrubbing up with soap and
warm water for 15 seconds after
using the bathroom, taking out
the trash, changing a diaper,
handling food, or caring for a
sick friend or family member.
Using alcohol-based hand
sanitizers is an acceptable
alternative.

Keeping your sneezes and
coughs to yourself. Use a tissue,
your hands or the crook of an
elbow to cover your mouth and
nose. Wash your hand.

Staying away from other
people if you have a fever or other
symptoms of a contagious illness.
Going to work or school puts
others at risk of getting sick.

Jeanne Pfeiffer, a registered
nurse and president of the
Association for Professionals in
Infection Control and
Epidemiology, said these
measures bear repeating because
they represent the nation's most
powerful tools in the fight against
infections.

"Our culture has relied so
much on antibiotics that we have
not emphasized the things that
we can do to prevent infections
in the first place," she said.

For more on preventing the

flu, visit the CDC.

Do | Procrastinate? I'll Tell You Later

Brian Johnston

Staff Writer

Just in case you get bored or
have to put this paper down for
some reason, I am going to give
my main point now: DON’'T

PROCRASTINATE!!

Whether you're studying for
a test, going to work, talking to
a friend, whatever. Don’t put it
off. Do it now.

I have made a resolution not
to procrastinate anymore. There
have been too many times that |
have had a big assignment to
work on or a giant test to study
for and I put it off. And off.
Until it’s almost too late.

I'look at the calendar and see
that I have an exam in two weeks.
Monday and Wednesday I have
class all day, Tuesday and
Thursday I have other homework
and work, so I can’t study those
days. I’ll just wait until the
weekend.

Well, Friday rolls along and
after I get out of my class I know

I need to get out the notebook
and textbook and get to work.
But, I just turn on the TV and
see what's on and four King of the
Hill and Simpson’s reruns later,
I've just wasted my entire
afternoon.

On Saturday, I go to work
and once I get out football is on.
So, the rest of my weekend is
gone.

On Monday, 'm reminded
that I only have one week left and
I have to cram two weeks' worth
of studying into my already busy
schedule. I have to miss all the
important games on Sunday just
to cram. In the final hours, I stuff
the info into my brain, don’t do
as well on the test as I could have,
and I forget the information as
soon as I get into my car to go

home, defeating the whole
purpose of a higher education.

Sound familiar?

Had I started studying two
weeks before, I could have done
less studying per day, studied
more carefully, and reviewed
several times.

I've promised myself I will
now study for 30 to 60 minutes
per day so that I become one
with the material, ace the test,
and remember everything long
after the class is over. Plus, I will
have a great sense of pride the
day before the test knowing I
didn’t have to cram.

But it’s not just in school
that I am no longer
procrastinating. I leave for work
earlier now because if I wait until
the last minute I am guaranteed

to get into a traffic jam, then not
be able to find a parking space
once I get there.

This year, I'm filling out my
scholarship and college
applications well before the
deadline. I'm turning in my tax
forms as early as possible. I'm
even going to do my Christmas
shopping before Thanksgiving so
that I don't get trampled by mobs
of people trying to get their hands
on the latest new kids toy.
As we get older, it seems as if we
have less and less time to get
things done. So use your time
wisely. Start that research paper
today. Leave for work earlier. Get
your Christmas shopping done.
When the last minute comes,
you'll be glad you did.

Casey C.

by Steven Blair
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Mina (played by
Bethany Grace
Liebrandt) visits
Dracula (Steven
Michael
Pignataro) while
he sleeps.

Rachel Dalnik and Stan Morrow try to help while
hairdresser Teresa Peat is busy.

Arriving at the
theatre two
and a half
hours before
showtime, the
ladies get
ready for their
close up.

Van Helsing (Russ Anderson), Jonathan Harker (Jay Laske) and Dr.
Seward (Tim Becker) discuss Dracula.

Syhil,
played by
Steph
Martin,
laments on
falling to
her death
from the
balcony.

Dracula mesmerized the audience during the
performance

The ladies of the night come to life at the beginning of Act one. Pictured from left to right, back row: Laina Engel, Brandi Engel, Shantrelle
Freeze, Danielle Ortiz, Laura Kramm, Becky Bridges, Tiffany St. Arnauld, Kira Fredrick. In front: Vicki Pacillo, Rachel Dalnik, Courtney

Washburn, Toby Hemker, Trisha Germinder.



